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PHEASANT STOCKING –  Major Wildlife Management Areas including Bolton Flats, MacCallum, Barre 

Falls, Quaboag, Winimusset, High Ridge and Birch Hill continue to receive pheasants up to three times 

per week.  Other WMAs such as West Hill, Bennett, Moose Hill, Richardson, Whortleberry Hill, Oakham, 

Phillipston, Popple Camp and Hubbardston will be stocked at least once per week.  DCR properties at 

Riverbend Farm, the Larkin Area and the Ross Site flood control area will also be stocked once per 

week.  

  

Significant rainfall and resulting flooding limited access to the Bolton Flats WMA and DCR’s Larkin 

Conservation Area for stocking by District personnel.  Pheasants normally stocked at these areas were 

allocated to other sites on the same stocking route.  

  

Clubs participating in the Club Pheasant Program will be stocking their properties and other areas open 

to public hunting.  The complete list of Club stocked areas is available on the MassWildlife.org 

website.  The daily limit on pheasant is two birds and the season limit is six.  Pheasant stocking will 

conclude on the Wednesday prior to Thanksgiving and the season closes on the Saturday after 

Thanksgiving.  

  

An individual allegedly affixed GPS tracking devices to two Connecticut Valley District pheasant stocking 

trucks, presumably to track the stocking route and stocking sites.  The matter is being investigated by 

the Environmental Police and Office of the Attorney General.      

  

LAKE TROUT SAMPLING – Lake trout sampling at Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs got off to a slow 

start due to higher than normal water temperatures.  Aquatic Biologist Jason Stolarski, with assistance 

from the District, continues to sample lakers at both water bodies to assess growth rates and age 

structure.  A summary of the findings will be prepared after the sampling is complete.    

  

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS –  The District met with Habitat Project Leader John Scanlon to discuss 

the District’s potential role in invasives plant species control and expanded habitat management at 

the MacCallum WMA in Westboro.  Scanlon envisions a combination of contracted and District work to 

manage habitat blocks for grasslands, shrublands, young forest and other habitat types. Results from 

earlier herbicide applications and mowing of fields and brush are promising. 

  



The District worked with the MA/RI Chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation to prepare the 

expanded section of the chestnut orchard at the MacCallum WMA for seed planting in the spring.  The 

Foundation rented an agricultural rototiller which the District pulled behind a tractor to till sod and soil 

to a composition suitable for planting.  The Foundation will use volunteer help from a local Boy Scout 

troop for final preparations.  Soil samples have also been taken and sent to Foundation botanists and 

arborists for analysis.  An annual meeting was held between the Chapter and MassWildlife as per the 

terms of the MOU for the seed orchard.  

  

District staff have assessed and will address hazard tree issues at the Merrill Ponds and Mine Brook 

WMAs. 

  

The District met with representatives from the Natural Heritage Program to show them upland sections 

of the Bolton Flats WMA.  Natural Heritage is exploring the possibility of improving certain areas for 

Blanding’s turtle nesting habitat. 

  

DEER SEASONS – The District has checked a number of quality deer during the current archery season 

which runs through Saturday, November 25th.  Southern Worcester County archers are reporting a 

scarcity of acorns in areas where gypsy moth caterpillar damage was widespread.  The shotgun deer 

season opens on Monday November 27.  During the first week of shotgun season, deer must be 

presented at a traditional check station and may not be checked online.  First week of shotgun season 

check stations in Worcester County include:  Turnpike Rod and Gun in Ashburnham, South Royalston 

General Store, Hubbardston Rod and Gun, DCR Field Office in Oakham, North Brookfield Sportsmen’s 

Club, Central District Office in West Boylston, Field Headquarters in Westboro, Upton State Forest, 

Millbury Town Clerk, Todd’s Meat Cutting in Charlton and Bob’s Gun and Archery in Webster.  During 

the second week of shotgun season, and the primitive firearms season, Moe’s Bait and Tackle in Berlin 

and Fin, Fur and Feather Sports in Upton will also be available to check deer. 

  

District staff attended the annual deer aging class at the Field Headquarters where they were given an 

update on deer management in the fifteen Wildlife Management Zones across the state.  Deer numbers 

throughout Worcester County are in the desirable range of 6 – 18 deer per square mile of forested 

habitat according to Deer Project Leader David Stainbrook.    

  

BALD EAGLE UPDATE – The bald eagle chick recovered from the Lake Quinsigamond nest in Shrewsbury 

by the Environmental Police, and taken to the Tufts Wildlife Clinic for treatment, was euthanized due to 

complications from a fungal infection of the lungs.  The damage was significant to the point where the 

eagle would not have been able to survive in the wild nor would it enjoy a reasonable quality of life in 

captivity.  The bird provided a very valuable learning experience to the staff and students at Tufts during 

its treatment and subsequent necropsy.  Feathers from the eagle will be sent to the National Bald Eagle 

Feather Repository and distributed to Native Americans for ceremonial purposes.  



  

A report of a new bald eagle nest at Lake Wickaboag in West Brookfield is being investigated and a 

predator guard was installed on a nest tree on Parker Island at Quabbin Reservoir.  The nest on Cobble 

Island at Webster Lake, where the resident pair successfully fledged one chick during the 2017 nesting 

season, blew out during a recent wind storm.     
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